184:                            Katharine of Arragon.                          [1504.

her eldest son, had sympathy for poor Katharine, left desolate
where all was foreign to her. The good queen sent for her to
London, having had her own litter lined with deep mourning, and
in this hearse-like vehicle Katharine was earned to that ancient
building looking down upon Twickenham and Richmond bridge,
called since Arragon house. This was her home not only during
her mourning seclusion, but until her second marriage. She
did not enjoy long the kind care of the queen, whose death occurred
early in 1503. Then poor Katharine's troubles began in earnest,
all arising from her great dower. It consisted of 200,000 crowns.
Only one instalment had been received, and until the whole was
paid Henry YIL refused to allow her the revenue Arthur had given
at the door of St. Paul's. In the course of a few months the king
was desirous of marrying her himself, a proposal which Katharine
rejected. Henry pnnce of Wales was then proposed and accepted
by Ferdinand and Isabel, as Elvira, her governess, assured them
that there was no reason that could prevent the princess from
marrying any one of Arthur's nearest relations. Katharine,
however, wished to return, she had not learned English, and did
not approve of either offer. Her father, as she was deprived of
her dower, would not pay the rest of her portion. Yery miserably
Katharine describes her poverty in England, as letters extant
show. She had no clothes, no means of paying her servants;
neither king had pity on her. No one felt for her but. her
mother, queen Isabel, who, though dying, was exceedingly anxious
to have Katharine's marriage settled with Henry prince of Wales.
Their betrothal took place when Honry was fourteen, Juno 24,
1504. A. papal bull legalized the engagement, a copy of which,
sealed with gold, was sent queen Isabel, then on her deathbed.
Katharine's position did not improve, and she was crushed with
grief at the loss of her admirable mother. Notwithstanding her
betrothal to his heir, Henry TIL, instigated by a bad old
Spaniard, the resident ambassador, Puebla, did not lose the idea of
marrying her himself; he therefore kept her very poor, to compel
her into giving up her separate establishment and living at his
table and in his*palace. Next spring he caused Pox, his son's
tutor, to make the boy protest against his betrothal with Katha-
rine, not publicly, but in a room underground in Shene palace,
Henry YIL, finding Katharine averse to his suit, proposed to her
sister Joanna la Polle, qiieen regnant of Oastilo, who inherited
her mother's realm, but had gone mad at the death of her husband,
Philip the Pair. Both had visited Henry YIL at Windsor, on
their voyage t& Spam, February 1505-6. Ferdinand, who had to
govern the kin^om of his insane daughter, replied that she was